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The 2022 AAA Virtual Competition is Here! 

As we prioritize the safety and health of our members and 

guests, we are thrilled to bring back our virtual competition 

categories for one more exciting year! 
 

Solos      Duets      Ensembles      Bands 

Contestants of All Ages and Abilities 

Cash prizes generously donated by The Mary and Frank Tokarski Musical Arts Fund 

 

See contest rules, entry forms, & video submission guidelines at 

www.ameraccord.com 

From the Editor 

Welcome to the Spring 2022 Edition of the AAA Newsletter! 

As the year reaches its halfway point, we hope you are enjoying a variety of performances and 
accordion events, either in-person or online. World Accordion Day was celebrated on May 6 
and featured a large and varied array of events all around the world. To see how your fellow 
accordionists celebrated this annual event, we invite you to visit www.accordions.com/cia, and 
under ñEvents,ò select World Accordion Day and the 2022 Reports. 

Thank you all for your support with the AAA Newsletter. We are delighted to be able to share 
your news and activities with our readers. We appreciate hearing from you! 

My sincere thanks to our Layout Editor, AAA Board member Frank Busso, Jr. I would like to 
also thank our Board members Rita Barnea and Joan Grauman for their outstanding work in 
helping source accordion events and news items to include in our Newsletter publications. 

Items for the Summer 2022 Newsletter can be sent to me at ameraccordnewsletter@gmail.com. 
Please include óAAA Newsletterô in the subject box so we donôt miss any items you send to us. As always, text should 
be sent within the email or as a Microsoft Word attachment if possible. Pictures should be sent as a high quality .jpg 
file (or similar) and the larger the file size the better. We can always reduce/crop the picture if necessary, however we 
are unable to increase the quality from smaller pictures. Please send your items as soon as possible, in order to ensure it 
is included in the upcoming issue. 

We wish you a wonderful summer of music and friendship! 

Sincerely, 
Kevin Friedrich, AAA Newsletter Editor - ameraccordnewsletter@gmail.com 
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A World of Accordions celebrated its annual World 
Accordion Day and Dr. Willard Palmer Festival in 
Superior, WI on May 6-8, 2022. Featuring concerts, 
lectures, a festival orchestra, two polka services, and 
several social events, the festival was hailed a tremendous 
success, bringing in both live and online audiences. 

Featured guests included the Mayor of Superior, Jim 
Paine, Museum President and curator Helmi Harrington, 
PhD, Dr. Mike Middleton (both solo and with The 
Middletones), CIA Ambassador, AAA Board Member 
and Museum Vice President Kevin Friedrich, Dee 
Langley (both solo and with the Masked Accordion 
Ensemble), AAA Board Member Joanna Arnold Darrow, 
Jazzlynne Skye, John Scaffeo, Mary Kay and Katherine 
Archuleta, William Popp, Accordion Concertina Music 
and Friends Accordion Band conducted by Tracey 
Gibbens, Hostfest Ensemble, and Dr. Craig Funderberg. 

Visitors to the World Accordion Day and Palmer Fests 
were treated to an array of activities showcasing the 
diversity of the accordion, an introduction to the extensive 
Alain Papineau collection donation, as well as guided 
tours of the Museum displaying more than 1,400 
instruments tracing the evolution of the accordion from 
1829 to today.   

Highlights included three proclamations presented by 
Mayor Paine and a showcase called ñMeet the Family,ò 
where Kevin Friedrich, assisted by Jane Christison and 
Chad Walker, introduced attendees to 18 different 
members of the accordion family found in the Museum 
exhibits. 

Proclamations from the Mayor included World Accordion 
Day (May 6), Dr. Willard A. Palmer Day (May 7), and 
Social Music Celebration Day (May 8). 

The ñMeet the Familyò presentation began with Kevin 
performing the oldest instrument in the Museum holdings, 
a 193 year old 6-key Flutina and finished with the 
magnificent 160 Bass Titano Emperor Super V instrument 
owned by the late Dr. Willard A. Palmer. Other 
instruments included the Luttbeg double (left and right 
hand) piano keyboard, a dual right hand button and piano 
accordion, a pedestal accordion, Flutter accordion, 
diatonic, Tanzbar mechanical, Fire Tiger, and more. 

A World of Accordions volunteer technician Chad 
Walker kindly lent his expertise to restore many of the 
instruments to playing order, while Jane Christison 
provided accompaniment on several of the performances 
including for the Cello and Bass accordions, bandoneon, 
and the unique bell accordion. 

To conclude the main festival activities, a 20-member 
accordion orchestra under the direction of Tracey Gibbens 
presented a concert of popular pieces showcasing original 

accordion composers. 

For the second year, an additional celebration was held on 
the Sunday morning featuring two Polka Services, 
whereby popular Hymns were either adapted to polka-
style performances, or the words from popular hymns 
were set to popular accordion classics. 

Plans are already underway for the 2023 World 
Accordion Day celebration. For more information, please 
visit www.worldofaccordions.org.  

A World of Accordions hosts World Accordion Day and Palmer Festival 
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UMKC Community Accordion Ensemble Concerts 

The University of Missouri ï Kansas City 
(UMKC) Community Accordion Ensemble will 
present two Kansas City area performances 
coming up soon: June 11 at 3:00pm at the Swan 
Dive Event Center at Vivilore Restaurant in 
Independence, MO; and June 12 at 2:00pm at the 
Kansas City United Church of Christ Social Hall at 
2:00 PM. 

Under the direction of Joan C. Sommers, who both 
conducts and plays as a member of the ensemble 
on certain pieces, the members of the ensemble are 
alumni of the University of Missouri ï Kansas City 
Conservatory of Music accordion program, which 
was founded in 1961. After the retirement of 
Professor Emerita Joan C. Sommers, the 
University was happy to allow the accordion group 
to continue its legacy using the UMKC name and 
offers rehearsal and instrument storage space for 
the group. 

The accordion ensemble will perform a varied 
program, including original works for accordion 
orchestra, transcriptions of popular classics, and 
even a saxophone work featuring bass accordionist 
Ron Dake on alto saxophone accompanied by the 
ensemble. 

Admission to these Kansas City area concerts is 
free, with donations greatly appreciated. For more 
information, please contact 
joansommers@kc.rr.com.  

ATG features 80-member 80th Anniversary Orchestra 

The Accordionists and Teachers Guild, International (ATG) will conclude its 4-day festival with a magnificent 80-
member orchestra to celebrate its 80th Anniversary Festival. The orchestra will perform six pieces conducted by Joan 
Cochran Sommers, and AAA Board Member Kevin Friedrich will serve as Concertmaster. The program will include 
transcriptions of classic repertoire, arrangements of popular music, and original works for accordion. 

Conductor Joan C. Sommers was awarded the title of 
Professor Emerita upon her retirement from the University 
of Missouri ï Kansas City Conservatory of Music, where she 
established and taught the accordion degree program for 40 
years. She has arranged innumerable works for both 
accordion orchestra and chamber ensemble over many years, 
works that have been performed around the globe. She has 
held numerous positions in several music organizations, 
including the ATG and the Conf®d®ration Internationale des 
Accord®onistes (CIA ï IMC-UNESCO), where she was 
recently awarded lifetime Honorary Membership. 

For more information on this and other activities scheduled 
during the 80th Anniversary celebrations, please visit 
www.atgaccordions.com. 




















